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To: The Honorable Members of the European Parliament from the Republic of Lithuania
Vytenis Povilas ANDRIUKAITIS, MEP
Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS, MEP
Vilija BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ, MEP
Petras GRAŽULIS, MEP
Rasa JUKNEVIČIENĖ, MEP
Liudas MAŽYLIS, MEP
Paulius SAUDARGAS, MEP
Virginijus SINKEVIČIUS, MEP
Waldemar TOMASZEWSKI, MEP
Aurelijus VERYGA, MEP

European Parliament
Rue Wiertz 60, 1047 Brussels, Belgium
Date: May 4, 2026

Subject: Request for inquiry regarding the transparency and use of EU funds

Dear Members of the European Parliament,
The European Commission has repeatedly stated that since 2020, it has allocated 200 million euros to 
support Belarus. However, the evaluation of the efficiency and transparency of the distribution of these 
funds raises serious questions. Numerous examples of mismanagement have emerged; for instance, it 
recently became public knowledge that the former speaker of the so-called Coordination Council of 
Belarus, created at the initiative of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, misappropriated 200,000 euros, returned to 
Minsk, and purchased luxury apartments.

We respectfully request that you consider the following information and, if appropriate, assess whether 
there are any grounds for a review within the European Parliament, as well as by OLAF, the Prosecutor 
General’s Office of Lithuania, and the Financial Crime Investigation Service of Lithuania.

The matter concerns a citizen of the Republic of Lithuania, Mr. Dainius Žalimas, who previously served as 
President of the Constitutional Court of Lithuania (2014–2021) and subsequently established and headed 
the organization "Law and Democracy Center" (Viešoji įstaiga "Teisės ir demokratijos centras", code 
305826606). According to publicly available information:

• the organization was established after the completion of his tenure at the Constitutional Court and 
was led by him;

• annual income of EUR 26,185 related to this activity has been declared;

• the stated activities of the organization included legal assistance and expert work related to human 
rights issues in Belarus;

• the organization reportedly had only one employee;

• available information suggests that the total volume of grant funding may have amounted to 
approximately EUR 200,000;

• at present, the organization’s website is no longer accessible, which complicates the verification of 
its activities and results.
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The declared annual income of EUR 26,185 from this organization suggests a high level of personal 
involvement in its daily operations. However, there are no visible, tangible results of such activity. As 
active participants in various events and initiatives related to the Belarusian democratic movement, we 
have no record of any significant activity by this organization, nor are we aware of any tangible assistance 
provided to victims of political repression in Belarus. Furthermore, we question the justification for the 
significant costs reportedly associated with constitutional discussions for Belarus, given that implementing 
such academic developments in the current political climate is practically impossible. This raises serious 
concerns as to whether the organization’s actual contribution matches the amounts stated in its reports, or 
whether these activities were merely an imitation of work.

Given that a relatively significant level of funding appears to have been managed within a very limited 
organizational structure, this situation may raise questions regarding the proportionality of resources and 
outcomes, and may be of public interest in terms of transparency and accountability. In particular, we 
kindly request clarification on the following points:

• whether the allocated funds intended to support democracy and human rights in Belarus were in 
fact used for their stated purposes;

• what concrete, measurable results were achieved through the use of these funds, and how they 
contributed to the declared objectives;

• whether there are sufficient grounds to verify that the funds were used efficiently, proportionately, 
and in accordance with applicable legal and financial regulations;

• and, if any misuse, misallocation, or use of funds for personal enrichment were to be identified, 
whether there are legal mechanisms to ensure their full recovery.

We emphasize that this request is submitted solely in the interest of transparency and does not contain any 
direct allegations of wrongdoing, but rather seeks clarification of matters of public concern.

We believe it is unconscionable for any organization or individual to profit from the suffering of the 
Belarusian people caused by repression. We consider it essential that the public in Lithuania, the EU, and 
Belarus be fully informed about all projects financed by these funds, with transparent results and an 
objective assessment of their effectiveness. We believe that all funds obtained through the imitation of 
activity and the submission of fictitious reports must be returned to the budgets of the granting 
organizations.

In light of the above, we kindly request:

• To initiate a parliamentary inquiry regarding this episode to establish all circumstances of the 
organization's activities.

• To submit formal requests to the relevant authorities aimed at conducting a thorough investigation 
into the efficiency of the use of these funds.

We remain available to provide any additional information or sources upon request.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Valery Tsepkalo
Chairman of the Board, Belarus Democratic Forum

Dmitry Bolkunets
Secretary General, Belarus Democratic Forum
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